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faiths were successfully resisted by the eldest of the three
sisters, Hinduism. Nor does she shew at the present hour
any signs of senile decay. She still lives in the full vigour
of her eternal youth; and her acolytes number at least
three hundred millions. It has thus happened that while
the European has in the last two thousand years changed
entirely, the Hindu of to-day worships the same gods, ob-
serves the same ritual, leads the same home-life, as he did
when Pericles invoked Pallas at Athens or when Mars and
Jupiter received at Rome the sacrifices of ^Emilius and
tfcipio.

Now in all India there are probably no more orthodox
Hindus than the Maratha people and the Hinduism which
tlioy profess is of the most austere and puritan type. The
extravagances which find a place in the religion of some
other Indian nations are looked on with disfavour by the
sober, simple-minded dwellers in the Deccan. In this
chapter I shall try to give my English readers a more
vivid idea of their private lives by sketching, as briefly as
I can, some of the family observances of the high caste
Hindus of Maharashtra.

For her first confinement the young Brahman wife
generally goes to her father's house. As soon as her baby
boy is born, he is laid in a winnowing fan. Mother and
child are bathed in hot water, a fire is lit in the room,
myrrh is burnt and an iron bar laid across the threshold.
When the father hears of his son's birth he hastens to his
father-in-law's house to perform the Jatkarma or birth-
ceremony. Before he begins it, he bathes carefully, donw
a rich silk waistcloth, pours a ladle full of water on the
ground, saying: t(I throw this water to cleanse the child
from the impurity of its mother's body/' The mother
then brings the child in her arms and sits on a stool close
to her husband. The father takes a gold ring, passes it
through some honey and clarified butter and lets a drop
fall into the child's mouth. He touches the child's
shoulders with his right hand and presses the ring in his